Lesson No. 7

My Financial Carrier
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Stephen Leacock,

Words Meanings

Words Synonyms Urdu Meanings
Rattled Puzzled O]
Wicket A Small Window J}/u'd;{
Threshoid Door Step J
Transact Do Business A3/ bl 3 S
Shamble Limp, Walk poorly U;C,)Ju)‘g
Timidly Cowardly =tz
Sepuichral Gloomy. Dull W,
Grave Serious Y o
Crumpied Twisted Ist! 5o
Presume Suppose e/
Imply Indicate kst
Rival Opposite I
Prompt Provoke ey
Poke Push &%
Convulsive Jerky U5
Conjuring Magical e
Ghastly Horrible JO/
Fit Mood, Whim trleZ R
Thrust Push ko
Reckiess Careless siag
Wretched Disappointed Jrb

invalid Milllonaire

Disabled Rich
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Complete Urdu Translation
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When | go into a bank | get rattted. The clerks rattle me; the

wickets rattle me; the sight of the money rattles me; ‘everything
rattles me.

The moment | cross the threshold of a bank and attempt to
transact business there, | become an irresponsible idiot.

| kmew this beforehand, but my salary had been raised to fifty
dollars a month and | felt that the bank was the only place for it.
So | shambled in and looked timidly round at the clerks. | have

an idea that a person about to open an account must consult
the manager. >

| went up to a wicket marked "Accountant." The accountant

was a tall, cool devil. The very sight of him rattted me. My voice
was sepulchral.
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"Can | see the manager?" | said, and added solemnly, "alone.”
| don't know why | said "alone.”

"Certainly," said the accountant, and fetched him.

The manager was a grave, caim, man. | held my fifty six dollars
clutched in a crumpled ball in my pocket.

"Are you the manager?" | said. God knows | didn't doubt it..
"Yes," he said.



"Can | see you," | asked, "alone?" | didn't want to say “alone

again, but without it the thing seemed self-evident. .
The manager looked ‘at me in some alarm. He felt that | had an

awful secret to reveal.
"Come in here," he said, and led tHe way to a private room. He

turned the key in the lock.
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detective. | knew what he inki
& ; was thinking, and i
No, not from Pinkerton's " | said, seegminndt't made me worse.
from a rival agency. g to imply that | came
"To tell the truth,” | we i
e ' nt on, as if | had bes

:lgggt ctt, l. am not a detective at a||. | have goprompted 0 e

unt. Tintend to keep all my money in this barr::(e"to open an
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The manger looked relieved but still serious; he concluded now
that | was a son of Baron Rothschilc or a young-Gould.

"A large account. | suppose.” He said.
"Fairly large," | whispered. "l propose to deposit fifty six doilars

now and fifty dollars a month regularly.”

The manager got up and opened the door. He called to the
accountant. '

"Mr. Montgomery,” he said unkindly loud, "this gentleman is

opening a account, he will deposit fifty-six dollars. Good
morning.”
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| rose.



A big iron door stood open at the side of the private room. ]
"Good morning,* | said, and stepped into the safe. "Come out,
said the manager coldly, and showed me the other way.

| went up to the accountant's wicket and poked the ball of
money at him with a quick convulsive movement as if | were
doing a conjuring trick.

My face was ghastly pale.

"Here," | said, "deposit it." The tone of the words seemed to
mean, "Let us dc this painful thing while the fit is on us.”

He took the money and gave it to another clerk.
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He made me write the sum on a slip and sign my name in a
book.

I no longer knew what | was doing. The bank swam before my
eyes..

"Is it deposited?” | asked in a hollow, vibrating voice.

"It is,” said the accountant. -

"Then | want to draw a cheque.”

My idea was to draw out six dollars of it for present use.
Someone gave me a cheque-book through a wicket and
someone else begar telling me how to write it out. The people
in the bank had the impression that | wa; an invalid millionaire. |

wrote something on the cheque and thrust it in at the clerk He
looked at it.
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"What! Are you drawing it all out again?" he asked in surprise.
Then. | realized that | had written fifty-six instead of six. | was
too far-gone to reason now. | had a feeling that it was
impossible to explain the thing. All the clerks had stopped
writing to look at me. |

Reckless with misery, | made a plunge.

"Yes, the whole thing."

"You withdraw your money from the bank?"

"Every cent of it."

"Are you not going to deposit anymore?" said the clerk,
astonished.
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An idiot hope struck me that they might think someone had
insulted me while | was writing the cheque and that | had
changed my mind. | made a wretched attempt to look like a
man with a fearfully quick temper.

The clerk prepared to pay the money.

“How will you have it?" he said.

"What?"

"How will you have it?"

"Oh".... | caught his meaning and answered without even trying
to think.... "in fifties.”

He gave me a fifty-dollar bill. .
"And the six?" he asked dryly.
He gave it to me and | rushed out.

As the big door swung behind me | caught the echo of a roar of
laughter that went up to the ceiling of the bank. Since then |

bank no more. | keep my money in cash in my trousers pocket
and my savings in silver dollars in a sock.
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Solution of Exercise

Q1: What light do the following expression throw on
Leacock’s state of mind when he entered the
bank; ‘looked timidly found’, ‘shambled in"?

Ans: . Look timidly mean look shameful and shamble mean to

walk without lifting feet from the ground. Both the expression

shows a confused state of mind of the writer. He lacked
confidence and courage.

Q2: When did the manager come to think that
Leacock had an awful secret to reveal?

Ans: Through the gestures and body language of the writer,
the manager concluded that he had a big secret to reveal. In
addition, he expressed his desire to see the manager alone.
This made him more suspicious and the manager became
crazier to know about what he was going to tell the manager.
Q3: What was the attitude of the manager towards
Leacock on learning that he only wished to deposit 56
dollars in the banks?

Ans: When the manager came to know that the writer wanted
to submit fifty six dollars. He got up and called the accountant
in an unkind manner. He-became cold and uninterested.

Q4: What other blunders did Leacock commit after
leaving the manager’s office?

Ans: He entered a safe instead of going out. He gave money
to the accountant by making a ball of it and finally, he wrote 56
instead of 6 on cheque book to draw six dollars for present use.
Q5: After this misadventure in the bank where did
Leacock keep his money?

Ans: After this misadventure in the bank, he used to keep his-
money in cash in his rousers pocket and his savings in silver
dollars in his socks.

Q6: Give as many examples as you can to show that
Leacock was feeling completely lost in the bank all the
time he was there.

Ans: He made many blunders in the bank. First of al! his
manners had been suspicious. Secondly he stepped into a safe
taking it as out door. Finally he wrote 56 instead of 6 in the
cheque book. During his whole time in the bank, he had been
rattied by everything.



Additional Questions Answers

Q1: What did the writer do when he realized his
mistake of writing fifty-six instead of six?

Ans: When he realized that he had made mistake, he
pretended that someone had insulted him while he was writing
the cheque. That is why he was going to withdraw all his
money from the bank and will transact no more with the bank.

Multiple Choice Questions

1. The people in the bank had impression that writer was an

invalid millionaire. Replace the underlined word with any one
word that suits the best.

A. Manner less B. False
C. Rich D.ill
2. How the writer did give money to the accountant?
A. In form of a ball B. Folded properly
C. Unfolded D. Inthree layers
3. The writer was_reckless with misery.
A. Slow - B. Rash . C. Fast D. Silent
4. Choose the correct spelling.
A. Sapuichral B. Sepulcheral

C. Sepulchra) D. sapulcheral
5. Birds love t9 sing. The underlined word is a/an
A. InfinitiveB. Gerund C. Participle D. Adverb

6. Barking dogs, seldom bite. The underlined phrase is a/an
A. Adverb B. Gerund
C. Participle

D. Conjunction
7. Swimming is a good exercise. The underlined word is a/an

A. Conjunction B. Infinitive

C. Participle D. Gerund
8. Having completed his studies, he returned home. The
underlined word is a/an

A. Correlative conjunction - B. Participle

C. Gerunc D. Infinitive
An :

1.B 2.A 3.8 4.C S.A 6.C
7.0 8.8




